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SUBJECT: LAO COMMENT ON AMERICAN SOCIETY 

1 . THE LAO COMMUNISTS, IN ADDITION TO THEIR CRITICISM OF 
"AMERICAN IMPERIALISM" OR SPECIFIC ACTS BY THE UNITED STATES 
TO WHICH THEY OBJECT, FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS HAVE ENGAGED 
IN A MORE GENERAL PROGRAM OF CRITICIZING AMERICAN SOCIETY 
AND CIVILIZATION AS A WHOLE. A RECENT EXAMPLE OF THIS PROGRAM 
WAS AN ARTICLE IN THE NEWSPAPER "VIENTIANE MAY", WHICH APPEARED 
IN TWO PARTS ON FEBRUARY 12 AND 14, ENTITLED "ASSASSINATIONS AND 
ASSASSINATION PLOTS AGAINST AMERICAN PRESIDENTS." 

2. AS A GENERAL COMMENT ON THE PHENOMENA OF PRESIDENTIAL 
ASSASSINATIONS THE ARTICLE STATED: "ASSASSINATION PLOTS AND 
ASSASSINATIONS OF AMERICAN PRESIDENTS HAVE BEEN A TRADITION 
BECAUSE PRESIDENTS WHO HAVE COME TO POWER HAVEN'S CARRIED OUT 
THEIR PROMISES; HAVE NOT ENDED WARS; AND HAVE LIED TO THEIR 
PEOPLE. THEY HAVE SAID THEY WOULD NOT INTERVENE IN ANY COUNTRY, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DOES NOT REPRESENT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
AS A WHOLE BUT RATHER THE COMPANIES, FIRMS, PRODUCERS, 

INDUSTRIES AND MILLIONAIRES IN AMERICA. IN ADDITION, THERE ARE 
MAJOR PROBLEMS SUCH AS RACISM, RECESSION AND THE ANNUAL INCREASE 
IN THE PRICE OF GOODS. THAT IS WHY ASSASSINATIONS OCCUR. 

AMERICA HAS THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF MURDERS IN THE WORLD." 

3. THE ARTICLE THEN LISTS PRESIDENTS LINCOLN, GARFIELD, 

MCKINLEY, HARDING (SIC) AND KENNEDY AS HAVING BEEN ASSASSINATED. 
IT SUGGESTS THAT PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S ASSASSINATION MIGHT HAVE 
BREN CAUSED BY THE CIA, BUT ADDS THAT THE MATTER IS STILL UNDER 
INVESTIGATION. IT THEN LISTS ATTEMPTS TO KILL PRESIDENTS THEO- 
DORE ROOSEVELT AND FORD, BUT OMITS THOSE AGAINST PRESIDENTS 
FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT AND TRUMAN. 

4. AN EARLIER SERIES WHICH RAN IN THE SAME PAPER IN LATER 
JANUARY AND EARLY FEBRUARY REVIVED TEN- YEAR-OLD ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST U.S. ATROCITIES IN VIET-NAM, SOMETIMES CITING 

U.S. NEWSPAPER ARTICLES OF THE PRIOD. 

5. "VIENTIANE MAY" EDITOR PRICHA TRICHAN HAS NEVERTHELESS 
REMAINED ON REASONABLY FRIENDLY TERMS WITH PAO AND TOLD PAO 
FEBRUARY 15 THAT THESE ARTICLES DO NOT ORIGINATE WITH HIM OR 
HIS STAFF BUT INSTEAD ARE SUPPLIED TO HIS PAPER, WHICH IS 
OBLIGED TO RUN THEM. PRICHA DID NOT SPECIFY THE SOURCE OF THE 
ARTICLES BUT WE EXPECT IT MAY BE THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION. 

THE MINISTRY MAY SEE SOME MERIT IN PLACING SUCH SCURRILOUS 
MATERIAL IN THE OSTENSIBLY INDEPENDENT "VIENTIANE MAY" RATHER 
THAN IN THE OFFICIAL PARTY DAILY "SIENG PASASON." 

6. COMMENT: THE TONE OF THESE ARTICLES IS, OF COURSE, 

OFFENSIVE. WE CAN EXPECT OTHERS OF A SIMILAR NATURE, HOWEVER, 

AS THE LAO AUTHORITIES ATTEMPT TO BUILD AN IMAGE OF AMERICA, 

IN THE MINDS OF THEIR SUBJECTS, AS A NATION OF UNMITIGATED EVIL. 
CORCORAN 
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